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Next Sunday,  July 11th, 20010:  New Series
!e Book of James

1. What evidence do you see of a love for money among your friends or coworkers?
2. Why do you think most people are or aren’t content with what they have?
3. What do false teachers ignore? What is the danger of ignoring it?
4. Why do you think it is so hard to be content?
5. In what ways does greed take over the heart of the farmer in the story above?
6. How does he ignore his family, friends, himself, and God?
7. What role do you think that money should play in our life? How should we view 

money?
8. What is the relationship between our treasures (money, stu") and our spiritual 

condition? 
9.. In what ways do you need to work through some issues of covetousness in your 

life?

Suggested Questions for Small Groups

!"#
Commandments

Part Eleven
Do Not Covet

!e Parable of the Rich Fool

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to 
divide the inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who 
made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, 
“Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life 
does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16 And he told 
them a parable, saying, “!e land of a rich man produced plentifully, 
17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to 
store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my 
barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my 
goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid 
up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, 
‘Fool! !is night your soul is required of you, and the things you have 
prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure 
for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

~ Luke 12:13-21
!is Morning Scripture Reading ~ 1 Timothy 6:2-10

Teach and urge these things. 3If anyone teaches a di!erent 
doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, 4he 
is pu!ed up with conceit and understands nothing. He has 
an unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels about 
words, which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspi-
cions, 5and constant "iction among people who are depraved 
in mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness 
is a means of gain. 6Now there is great gain in godliness with 
contentment, 7for we brought nothing into the world, and we 
cannot take anything out of the world. 8But if we have food 
and clothing, with these we will be content. 9But those who 
desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many 
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin 
and destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered 
away "om the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. 



TENTH COMMANDMENT: DO NOT COVET
Exodus 20:17; Deut. 5:21

I. Coveting is _________ by an _________ of the ________.

 a. Coveting occurs in _________ and _______ ______.

 b. Coveting is the internal working out of idolatry.

II. Coveting _____ to __________ what God is doing in our 
_________.

      3If anyone teaches a di!erent doctrine and does not agree with the sound 
        words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, 
        4he is pu!ed up with conceit and understands nothing. ~ 1 Tim. 6:3-4a 

       15And he (Jesus) said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all 
           covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 
           ~ Luke 12:15

      8Keep falsehood and lies far "om me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me 
          only my daily bread. 9Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, 
        “Who is the Lord?” Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of 
         my God. ~ Proverbs 30:8-9

III. Coveting creates a pa"ern of _________ ___________ .

      He has an unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels about words, 
          which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, 5and constant 
          "iction among people who are depraved in mind and deprived of the truth,  
          imagining that godliness is a means of gain. ~ 1 Tim. 6:4b-5

IV. Coveting is ___________ to ___________. 

      6Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, 7for we brought nothing 
         into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. 8But if we 
         have food and clothing, with these we will be content. 9But those who desire 
         to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful 
         desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of money 
         is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have 
        wandered away "om the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. 
        1 Tim. 6:6-10

    1So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort "om love, any participation    
         in the Spirit, any a!ection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same 
         mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing "om 
         rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more signi#cant than yourselves. 4Let 
         each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
         5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though 
        he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
        7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness 
        of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
        to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9$erefore God has highly exalted him 
        and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of 
        Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and 
       every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
       ~ Phil. 2:1-11

Exodus 20:17
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his 
donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 

Deuteronomy 5:21
 ‘And you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife. And you shall not desire 
your neighbor’s house, his !eld, or his male servant, or his female servant, 
his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.’


